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thoughts must have passed through the minds of the
Southern commanders, and during the rest of 1861
the opposing sides were too busy getting ready for the
grim struggle ahead to fight any more big battles.

April, 1862, however, found both antagonists pre-
pared, and early in the month General McGlellan led
a large Northern army against Richmond, the Con-
federate capital. But the campaign was a failure.
McClellan won battles, but he seemed unable to press
on to Richmond, though at one time the spires of the
city were only six miles away, and in the end he led his
army tack to the neighbourhood of Washington.

It was during this campaign that Robert E. Lee came
to the fore as one of the Confederate generals. After
resigning his commission in the U.S. army, he and his
wife had retired to their home at Arlington on the
Potomac River, but he was not allowed to remain long
in idleness. First of all he was made commander of the
Virginian forces. He was then raised to the rank of
general and became President Davis's military adviser,
and when the Confederate general, Joseph E. Johnston,
was wounded, Lee was given command of the main
Southern army, and retained this position to the end
of the war.

The army of the North had failed to capture Rich-
mond more because of over-caution on the part of its
general than on account of anything the Southern
commanders had done, and at the close of the campaign
the opposing forces were much where they had been before
fighting started. In the West, however, along the courses
of the Cumberland, Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers,